Reading Nonfiction with a Skeptical Eye
Many students believe that nonfiction reading pieces are ALWAYS true simply because nonfiction reading pieces are supposed to be full of facts.  The truth is that nonfiction reading pieces – particularly current events connected to controversial science topics – can be biased because they rely on people giving their own personal opinions and/or interpretations of the same set of facts.  That means good readers are always on the lookout for potentially biased statements when they are reading nonfiction.  Use this handout to practice reading with a skeptical eye.  
	What statement (quote, fact, idea or concept) are you skeptical about?
	Why is this statement worth challenging?  

What is it about this statement that makes you wonder whether or not it is worth trusting?  Is the statement itself unbelievable, or is the person sharing the statement hard to believe?  Why?

Does it come from a company or an organization that might have a reason to hide the whole truth?  How do they want you to feel about this topic?  Why?
	What other information would you like about this statement before you are willing to trust it?
Do you need to hear from another person/company/organization before trusting this statement?  Who?  Do you need more evidence of some kind?  Another statistic?  

How can you find this additional information? What search terms/strategies would you use to start hunting for more answers?  Who could you ask for help?
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